
I am writing this on the day before 
Winter Field Day and Snowmageddon 
hasn’t arrived yet. I was able to get a 
few contacts for WFD and will get 
back to do some more after finishing 
this. I spent a little time doing the 
North American QSO Party and had 
about 100 contacts. Not great, but ok, 
for the time I spent. I also have been 
getting contacts for the WWA (World 
Wide Award) in digital as it is easier 
and I can multitask while doing it. I 
did a 2 meter tech and rag chew net a 
few days ago and that was a lot of fun. 
I had a lot of people join and good 
conversations. If you have not 
checked out the NOARS nets, check 
them out and participate. 

Coming up on March 8th, besides the 
time change, is the NOARS Winter 
Hamfest. Plan to attend and support 
the club. This year it will be in a new 
building on the Lorain Community 
College Campus because of 
construction. It will be in the College 
Center commons area. For the coffee 
drinkers, it’s just past where Starbucks 
is on campus, which unfortunately 
will be closed on a Sunday. For more 
information visit the NOARS website 
at https://www.noars.net 
Stay safe and stay warm. Hopefully by 
the time you read this it has warmed 
up some.

73’
John, W8LYO
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Prez Sez

Nets
NOARS nets are Tuesday nights at 8 PM on 28.370 
MHz, Wednesday nights at 7 PM on 146.700 MHz, 
PL 110.9,  and Thursday nights at 8 PM on 146.700 
MHz, PL 110.9.  All licensed amateurs are welcome.  
Participation is encouraged and appreciated.

NOARS Meeting via Zoom

The Membership Meeting will be Monday, February 16 at 7:00 PM.

 North Olmsted Library, 27403 Lorain Rd.

February Program

Setting up an HF Station with Miss Jeany, KC3QND

Meeting ID: 818 6821 5188

Passcode: 024103

NOARS Winter 
Hamfest 

Sunday, March 8 at 9 AM to 12 
PM at Lorain County Community 
College, College Center, 
Commons Area
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February 2026 Social Events
Tuesday Lunch will be on February 3 at noon at Canary's Family Restaurants, 28981 Lorain 
Rd., North Olmsted, OH 44070. All are welcome! We have reservations.  Really.

Weekend Lunch at noon on Saturday,  February 14 at Wine Dive Cle, 16918 Detroit Ave, 
Lakewood. All are welcome!

January Amateur Radio License Test Results
The January test session had 9 applicants, all of whom 
were successful.  Seven earned Technician Class licenses, 
2 earned Extra Class licenses. NOARS member Bill 
Keppler, KE8WHP was one of those who upgraded to 
Extra.  Congratulations, Bill!

VEs were Mark, KC8FLY;  Bob, W8OOT;  Bill, N8JET;  
Glenn, AF8C;  Elaine, KC8FOS

The next test will be on Saturday, March 7 at Fairview 
Park Library at 10 AM.  Register on hamstudy.org.

NOARS Items Available for Borrowing
NOARS has a collection of items that you may borrow.  If 
you would like to borrow an item, contact Tom, N8FDY 

thomasfwilkinson@gmail.com or Elaine, KC8FOS 
ewilkinson1951@gmail.com

RigExpert Antenna Analyzer AA-650 Zoom

MFJ 1788 Super Hi-Q Loop Antenna, 36 inch diameter, 
15-40 Meters with MFJ Super Hi-Q Loop Remote 
Controller for use with the MFJ 1788 loop antenna

Yaesu FTM-100DR 2m/70cm FM Transceiver 

G5RV Multi-Band Antenna
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Dave O’Connor, KD8MXE, SK

Dave O'Connor, KD8MXE passed away on Wednesday 
January 21st. Dave served the Cleveland community as a 
police officer.  

As a member of the VE Team, he participated in testing 
when it was still on paper, even though he had been 
diagnosed with cancer. He became quite ill and was 
unable to join the team in using Examtools.  He often said 
being a VE was his way of giving back to the hobby. The 
group photo is of VEs at a test session.  He is in the front 
left.  

On the way to our cars after a VE testing session, Dave 
told me how he and his wife, Dimitra, knew each other in 
high school, lost contact, then met again years later and 
fell in love.  He said how lucky he was to find her again 
and how much he loved her.  It is such a wonderful love 
story.

We miss you, Dave.  
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Dr. Jack’s COMPACtenna PERFECT 10 Antenna 
is in QST

Dr. Jack, N8NDL, has done it again.  A glowing review of 
his COMPACtenna PERFECT 10 Antenna can be found 
on page 47 of QST.  To quote the article, “It is an 
excellent performer considering its profile, making it a 

great choice especially for Technician-class operators 
looking for an easy way to get in on the fun on 10 meters 
when the band is open.“ 

Call Sign Change
Glen Morse of Elyria, formerly N8NGA, is now AG8AM.

New Member 
Jeffrey Udvardy, KF8FMI of Strongsville, tested with the 
NOARS VE Team in January and came to his first 

meeting that same month.  Welcome, Jeff!

Jim Grimes, KD8OCW, Receives POTA Award
Jim recently received an award for hunting 4,000 parks.  
He achieved this never using more than 90 watts. The 
majority of these contacts used an end-fed half-way 

antenna. 241 parks were in Canada, and 234 are foreign 
parks, with the furthest being a park in Australia.
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A Man, His EFHW, And a Lifelong Friendship
Ron, N8UKB attended the December Holiday Banquet 
with lifelong friend Doug, KF8ESF, and joined NOARS 
shortly afterwards.  Ron tells us, “I set up a mini ham 
shack.  Stringing an EFHW antenna in 20-degree weather 
was fun.  So far, I’ve heard stations over the eastern half 
of the USA. When the weather gets better, I’ll set up the 

antenna better.”  The photos include other gear Ron has to 
make those contacts. The group photo is of Ron’s birthday 
party when he turned 12. Ron is the boy in the rear 
wearing glasses, Doug is at front left.  Ron and Doug 
have been friends for over 50 years. 
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By Tom, N8FDY

I was curious about what the difference is between Icom 
IC7300 vs Icom IC7300MK2.  I had three options to 
figure this out.

1. Buy an IC7300MK2 and compare it to our IC7300 
which we bought years ago.

2. Spend hours reading and comparing specifications, 

comparing operation manuals and watching YouTube 
videos.

3. Ask my new AI friend, Gemini.

Option 1 is too expensive, option 2 takes too long and 
option 3 can hallucinate and give wrong answers.  I am 
learning how to prompt AI that causes fewer 
hallucinations, but I know just enough to be dangerous. 
So, option 3 it is.

Act as an experienced amateur radio operation with an electrical engineer degree 
specializing in Radio Designs. Evaluate what the difference between Icom 7300 
and the Icom 7300MK2. Provide a table of differences.  Provide a table of pros 
and cons of each radio.

The Prompt:

Icom IC7300 vs Icom IC7300MK2

Gemini’s response:
As a fellow ham and engineer who has spent plenty of time digging through schematics and analyzing signal chains, 
it’s exciting to see Icom finally give the "workhorse" IC-7300 a proper hardware refresh. The original IC-7300 
essentially revolutionized the mid-range market by making direct-sampling SDR accessible, but after nearly a decade, 
the "friction points"—like the aging USB-B port and the lack of native remote capabilities—were starting to show.

The IC-7300MK2 (released in late 2025) isn't a radical redesign of the core architecture, but rather a significant 
optimization of the RF front-end and a massive leap in modern connectivity.

Key Technical Differences

The most critical changes for an operator are in the receiver's dynamic range and the move to modern digital standards.

Pros and Cons Analysis

From an engineering perspective, the MK2 addresses the "thermal overhead" and "near-signal blocking" issues that 
sometimes plagued the original in high-density contest environments.

Feature Icom IC-7300 (Original) Icom IC-7300MK2
RMDR (2 kHz offset) ~97 dB ~105 dB
Transmit Phase Noise Standard Performance ~12 dB improvement (−139 dBc/Hz @ 1 kHz)
USB Connectivity USB 2.0 Type-B USB Type-C (Dual Virtual COM Ports)
Video Output None HDMI Port (Full Waterfall/Menu Output)
Remote Operation Requires Server PC (RS-BA1) Built-in LAN (Ethernet) (Direct Remote)
Receive Path Single Antenna In/Out Dedicated RX IN/OUT (SMA)
CW Decoding Not included Integrated CW Decoder (with APF)
RX Current Draw ~0.9 A ~0.7 A (approx. 23% reduction)
Band Coverage HF, 50 MHz, 70 MHz (EU) HF, 50 MHz, 70 MHz + 5 MHz (60m)

Continued on page 7
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Icom IC-7300 (Original)

Icom IC-7300MK2

Engineering Verdict
If you are currently running the original 7300 and primarily do casual SSB or FT8 from your desk, the original is still a 
fantastic rig. However, if you are a CW op, a contester dealing with nearby high-power stations, or someone who 
wants a "PC-less" remote setup via the new LAN port, the MK2 is a massive upgrade. The addition of the RX IN/
OUT SMA ports alone is worth the price of admission for anyone using external bandpass filters or low-noise 
receiving loops.

Would you like me to look up the current street prices for both models at major retailers like DX Engineering or 
GigaParts to see which fits your budget better?

As Jack Palance would say, “Believe It or Not”.  I leave it up to you to decide how accurate Gemini was with this.

Pros Cons
Connectivity: USB-C and LAN make it a modern
digital powerhouse.

Price Premium: Launch price is significantly higher
(~$1,500).

HDMI Out: Game-changer for "shack-on-a-big-
screen" operation.

Incremental SDR Core: The FPGA core is refined,
not "next-gen."

RX Sensitivity: Noticeably quieter floor and better
RMDR.

CW Ethics: Some purists dislike the built-in decoder.

Portability: Lower current draw is better for
POTA/battery ops.

Availability: Initial stock can be hard to find.

Pros Cons
Value: Significant price drops on the used market. Aging I/O: USB-B is increasingly fragile/obsolete.
Proven Reliability: Millions of hours of "shack time" logged.Dynamic Range: Can "overload" in high-RF environments.
Huge Community: Endless tutorials and mods available. Remote Complexity: Needs a host PC to run remote software.
Simplicity: Fewer menus to navigate for basic ops. Shared RX/TX: Harder to use external filters/preamps.

Continued from page 6
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January Tuesday Lunch
Eighteen gathered for food and fellowship at Blue Sky.  
The Blue Sky staff did a wonderful job setting up seating 
for all of us as a reservation had not been made.  Thank 

you, Blue Sky!  The February Tuesday Lunch will be at 
noon at Canary’s Restaurant, 28981 Lorain Rd, North 
Olmsted.  All are welcome. Reservations have been made. 
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Weekend Lunch 
We were a group of 16, enjoying good food and conversation at The Foundry Bar and Kitchen.  
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February Birthdays
If your birthday doesn’t appear here it’s a good chance 
that it’s not in our database.  Please contact Carl, 
W8KRF so we can wish you a Happy Birthday!

Allen Fitch, KF8CNG

Bill Eyman, KE8DIF

Bill Keppler, KE8WHP

Bill Sheehan, K2WJS

Dave Fisher, KY8OSU

Dennis Blair, KE8OQA

Ed Yenni, WB8VOT

Elaine McLaughlin, 
KF8DDH

Gordon Kolus, AI8Y

James Fenn, N8DST

James Laing, W8MCR

Mark Flanagan, KC8SIE

Mark Richards, KF8CNJ

Ron West, N8OD

Thomas Lane, W8KH

Heard on the Nets in January
Andrew, KE8WMS
Ann, KA8ZEP
Bill, N8JET
Bill, K2WJS
Bill, N8WS
Bob, W8OOT
Carl, W8KRF
Chris, KD2HCE
Chris, KE8MMY

Chuck, W8CGC
Dan, K8AGW
Dan, W8AJF
Denis, N8PDF
Elaine, KC8FOS
Eric, KE8VZA
Fred, N8AHS
Gary, KF8ANR
Gordon, AI8Y

Dr. Jack, N8NDL
Jeany, KC3QND
Jim, KF8FIW
Ken, W8KH
Mark, KC8FQV
Mike, W8TTF
Mike, KF8BNF
Nick, KD8SLG
Ron, N8OD

Paul, KE8WHG
Pete, KE8NQK
Rich, N8LV
Scott, KE8VOX
Steve, KF8DJA
Tim, KD8HAG
Tom, N8CWF
Tom, N8FDY
Tom, W8KYZ

In Person
Andrew, KE8WMS
Bill, K2WJS
Bryan, W8OOF
Connie, K8CCS
Denis, N8PDF
Doug, KF8ESF
Elaine, KC8FOS

Eric, KE8VZA
Gordon, AI8Y
John, W8LYO
Mike, KF8BNF
Rich, KE8YUP
Sara, KC8KSU
Stephen, N8WB
Steve, K1SEM

Tom, N8FDY
Tom, W1PD
Via Zoom
Bob, KF8DCV
Carl, W8KRF
Chuck, K8CVM
Ed, KA0MRD
Jeany, KC3QND

Jim, KF8FIW
Mark, KC8FQV
Pete, KE8NQK
Scott, KE8VOX
Tom, W8KYZ

January 19, 2026 Membership Meeting 
Attendance
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February, 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

8

15

22

2

9

NOARS 
Meeting 7 PM      
Program 
Setting Up an 
HF Station

16

23

NOARS Lunch  
noon. Canary’s
10 M Net 8 PM 
John, W8LYO 

3

10 M Net 8 PM 
Tom, W8KYZ

10

10 M Net 8 PM 
Elaine, KC8FOS

17

10 M Net 8 PM 
Dan, W8AJF

24

Food Group 
7PM 2M   
Elaine, 
KC8FOS

4

Food Group 
7PM 2M Dan, 
K8AGW

11

Food Group 
7PM 2M Bill, 
N8JET

18

Food Group 
7PM 2M Elaine, 
KC8FOS

25

2M Net 8 PM 
Eric, KE8VZA

5

2M Net 8 PM 
Tom, W8KYZ

12

2M Net 8 PM 
John, W8LYO

19

2M Net 8 PM 
Bill, N8JET

26

6

13

20

27

7

Weekend 
Lunch Noon 
Wine Dive Cle 
in Lakewood

14

21

28
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NOARS Membership Meeting Minutes
January 19, 2026

Submitted by Secretary, Elaine, KC8FOS

The meeting was called to order by club president, John, 
W8LYO at 7 PM.  

Twenty-seven were in attendance, 17 in person, 10 via 
Zoom.

A motion to accept the November meeting minutes as 
published in the newsletter was made by Andrew, 
KE8WMS; seconded by Rich, KE8YUP.  The motion 
passed. 

Treasurer Report - Eric, KE8VZA.  Income, expenses and 
current balance given.  A motion to accept the Treasurer 
Report was made by Andrew, KE8WMS; seconded by 
Connie, K8CCS.

Committee Reports

Website – Carl, W8KRF.  Nothing much new.  

Membership – Carl, W8KRF.  The member listing on the 
website is mostly accurate as it is now, though there are 
issues with it.  The member listing is the database.  There 
is none other.  He is working to update the listing.  He 
wondered why members who join through VE testing are 
not renewing.  Current membership is 131.

Field Day – John, W8LYO.  Months away, not going to 
discuss now.

Winter Hamfest – Sunday March 8, 2026 at LCCC 
College Center.  Volunteers are appreciated.  A talk-in and 
others are needed.

Club Property – Elaine, KC8FOS.  A listing of items to 
borrow will be in the NOARS Log.  Highlighted the roof-
mount loop antenna. 

Newsletter – Tom, N8FDY.  Deadline for submissions 
will be January 27.  There is plenty of space for ads.  Send 
POTA information. We also do Pets of Ham Radio.  

Repeater – Carl, W8KRF.  Nothing much new.  He 
retrieved personal items he had paid for and installed 
equipment bought by the club.  

Social Committee – Andrew, KE8WMS.  January 
Tuesday and Weekend Lunches were successful.  Send 
him ideas of social things you would like to do.  The 
Holiday Banquet Survey will be sent again.  All responses 
to the survey will be discussed at the January 28 Social 
Committee meeting. Plans will begin for this year’s 
Holiday Banquet.  

Programs – Paul, KE8WHG.  February’s program will be 
Setting Up an HF Station, presented by Jeany, KC3QND.  

Sunshine – Tom, W8KYZ.  Ed, KA0MRD is in a nursing 
home.  A suggestion was made to have positive 
happenings in the report.  

Nets – Jeany, KC3QND.  The nets are doing fine.  

VE Team – Elaine, KC8FOS.  January test had seven 
candidates. All were successful.  There were 5 Technician 
and 2 Extra Class licenses earned.    

Old Business – None

New Business -  Andrew, KE8WMS, announced that 
there will be Skywarn training sessions later this month at 
physical locations in various counties.  More information 
can be found on the National Weather Service website.  

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Andrew, 
KE8WMS; seconded by Mike, KF8BNF.

Meeting adjourned at 7:23 PM

Presentation about HT antennas was presented by Paul, 
KE8WHG.
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https://compactenna.com
https://www.dxengineering.com
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For Sale by Pete, KE8NQK

Yaseu FT-847 Earth Station. $600.00 OBO

Yaseu FT-950 Transceiver HF/50MHZ. $550.00 OBO

Kenwood  TS-940S, parts only with an extra bag of parts. $275.00 OBO

Versaload MFJ-250 wet dummy load, up to 500W.  UHF/VHF/HF. $45.00 OBO

Autek Research MK-1 programmable keyer. Includes manual. $45.00 OBO

Cushcraft MA160V vertical antenna. $275.00  OBO

MFJ  20, 40, 80 meter vertical antenna  $175.00 OBO

Dentron MLA-2500 Linear Amplifier.  2,000 watts, with manual. 220 volts, untested.  As is.      $1,000.00   OBO

Contact Pete, KE8NQK,  440-281-4486 or PSKle22383@live.com

For Sale by Bill Beckman, N8LXY, from the Estate 
of Clark Beckman, N8PZD SK

Five 10-foot sections of Rohn 45 G

One 9-foot Rohn 45 AG top section 

The tower was never erected

$1150.00

Needed hardware, NOT included. Buyer will need to buy:

6 each per section: 3/8” and 5/16” x 2” bolts with 1 inch shoulder, split lock washer and nut. All hardware should be hot 

dipped galvanized.

Bill, N8LXY can provide consulting, project management and tower erection equipment.

Contact Bill at wrbeck@sbcglobal.net

Meshtastic Antennas for Sale 
by Bill Beckman, N8LXY

5 base antennas that will work with Meshtastic devices.  They have a Teleflex pigtail about a foot long with an N 
female connector termination.

Contact Bill at wrbeck@sbcglobal.net
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Electronic ads may be emailed to noarslog@noars.net. 
Printed ads may be sent to NOARS Log, 161 Herrmann 
Drive, Avon Lake, OH. 44Ø12.  The deadline for 
submissions is seven days before the first day of each 
month.  All must include: asking price, sellers name, call 
sign and phone number.  Only ads from current NOARS 

members, or paid advertisers will be accepted.  If your 
items sell, please notify the Log editors at 
noarslog@noars.net so the ad can be removed.  All ads 
will be removed (unless updated) after four months. 
NOARS reserves the right to refuse any ads.

Ad Submission Guidelines

mailto:noarslog@noars.net
mailto:noarslog@noars.net
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NOARS Information
Members of the Board of Directors
President:  John, W8LYO
Vice President: Andrew, KE8WMS 
Secretary:  Elaine, KC8FOS
Treasurer:  Eric, KE8VZA

Others: Carl, W8KRF; Tom, N8FDY

Others
Net Manager: Jeany, KC3QND
Club Trustee for K8KRG: John, W8LYO
NOARS Log Editors: Tom, N8FDY; Elaine, KC8FOS

Proofreaders: Andrew, KE8WMS; Ann, KA8ZEP
Volunteer Examiners: Elaine, KC8FOS; Glenn, AF8C;    

John, W8LYO;  Bob, W8OOT; Bill, N8JET; Ed, 
KA0MRD; Scott, KE8VOX; Mark, KC8FLY

Meetings
The third Monday of each 
month at the North Olmsted 
Library, 27403 Lorain Rd. at 
7 PM. All are welcome.

Nets
NOARS nets are Tuesday 
nights at 8 pm on 28.370 
MHz, Wednesday nights at 7 
pm on 146.700  MHz, and 
Thursday nights at 8 pm. on 
146.700  MHz.  All licensed 
amateurs are welcome.

VE Testing
Contact Elaine, KC8FOS at 
ewilkinson1951@gmail.
com, or call 216-337-4235 
for more info or to register 
for a test.  Walk-ins are 
welcome.

Net Control Stations
Jeany KC3QND
Eric, KE8VZA
Tom, W8KYZ
Dan, W8AJF
Elaine, KC8FOS
John, W8LYO
Josh, KE8YUG
Dan, K8AGW
Bill, N8JET

Committees
Parliamentary Committee: Tom, N8FDY
Repeaters: Carl, W8KRF; John, W8LYO;

Pete, KE8QNK; Bryan N8OOF
Field Day: Carl, W8KRF
Hamfest: John, W8LYO
Sunshine: Tom, W8KYZ 
Membership: Carl, W8KRF
Club Property Committee: Elaine, KC8FOS
Programs Committee: Paul, KE8WHG Chair;

Pete, KE8NQK;  Jeany KC3QND;  Scott, KE8VOX
Social Committee: Andrew, KE8WMS; 

Elaine,  KC8FOS; Eric, KE8VZA; 
Will, KE8WHM; Ann, KA8ZEP; Michael, KF8BNF

Public Relations Committee: Elaine, KC8FOS; 
Michael, KF8BNF

Membership
Membership is open to anyone interested in amateur radio. Dues are:  Full $15, Associate (non-licensed) $7, Family 
members of a full member $4 each.  Membership and payment are available at www.noars.net.  Make checks payable 
to NOARS and mail them to: NOARS Membership Committee, 20246 Drake Rd.,Strongsville, OH   44149. 
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NOARS 

Winter Hamfest 
 

Annual Hamfest and Computer Show 
 

Sunday, March 08, 2026 
9 AM – 12 PM EDST 

 
 
 

Lorain County Community College 
College Center 

Commons Area 

1005 N. Abbe Rd. 

Elyria, OH 

 
 ===== TIME CHANGES to Daylight Savings at 2 AM Sunday ===== 

 

Setup at 7:30 AM EDST               Doors open at 9:00 AM EDST 
 

 Air-conditioned indoor vendor sales 
 

Free Parking   -   Handicap Accessible 
 

ARRL APPROVED HAMFEST 
 

Just $10.00 General Admission -under 12 free 

6 ft. indoor vendor tables - $15.00 
 

Vendor Discount: 20% discount for 6 or more tables Non-refundable Prepayment due by 

February 1, 2025 
 

PRIZES 
Hourly Prizes starting at 10 AM  

Need not be present for Main Prizes but must be present for all other prizes.                                                                                                   
 

 

Mobile check-ins and directions on 146.70- (PL 110.9) NOARS repeater 
  

For table reservation, contact: 

John Dolinar W8LYO at (216) 276-8871 (before 9PM) 

or 
 

Email:  winterhamfest@noars.net               
 

To find out more, go to the NOARS website:  http://www.NOARS.net/?page_id=1062 

 

 

mailto:winterhamfest@noars.net
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The Livonia Amateur Radio Club 

    Swap-n-Shop 
     Saturday 

    February 21, 2026 
    Sale Hours: 8:00 AM to 12 Noon 

Absolutely no buying or selling before 8:00 AM 

   Buy, Sell or Trade   * Electronics  

   Amateur Radio Gear          * Antennas 

   ARRL Sanctioned   * Test Equipment 

   Volunteer Exam Session   * Computers 

     by SLAARC    * Ham shack accessories & more! 

                                                                   

   SAME LOCATION! 
Ward Church, Knox Hall 

40000 Six Mile Road 

Northville, MI 48168 

West of Haggerty Road 
 

Talk-In:  K8UNS LARC Repeater 

145.35    PL 100 Hz 
 

Door Prizes from ARRL  
 

• $100 Cash Grand Prize! • 

ADMISSION: STILL ONLY $5! (cash @ door) 

 

Admission ticket pre-sales are available only to vendors/sellers with 

advance table purchases; visit the website for reservation info. 

https://livoniaarc.com/larc-annual-swap-and-shop/ 

swap@livoniaarc.com 

Phone: 734-648-6453 

Same-day tables are subject to availability. 

https://livoniaarc.com/larc-annual-swap-and-shop/
mailto:swap@livoniaarc.net

